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Same Sex Marriage: To License or Not to License?
By Daniel Greene

With the recent annual
Gay Pride parade held in
New York City it was an
opportunity for many
same-sex couples to voice
their demand for the right
to marry. On June 16th
Nick Vertucci posted a
thoughtful blog on the NY-
YRC website addressing
this issue. There also was
an interesting article on
the website of the Ludwig
Von Mises Institute enti-
tled Don't let Government
Define Marriage (Or Opti-
mal Child.Rearing Envi.
ronments) by Gardner
Goldsmith. He raises an
interesting question:
should government be in.
volved with marriage? This
is an important question
for conservatives who ex.
pect government to set
minimal standards for so-
cial morality but also want
it to have a limited role

particularly in how we
manage our personal lives.
Goldsmith states George
and Martha Washington
didn't have a marriage
license and the issuance of
licenses didn't take root in
the United States until the
mid-1800s. Goldsmith
doesn't explain why states
got involved with marriage
(it probably had to do with
the enforcement of anti-
miscegenation laws) but
it's safe to assume that if
licenses never existed, peo-
ple would continue to
marry as they always have.
However, there is a defense
for the licensing of tradi-
tional marriage.

As Mr. Vertucci men.
tioned in his blog, marriage
is strongly tied to religious
beliefs. It is also founded
on community customs and
traditions. As an institu-
tion it was intended to lev.

Can Iraq become the next Mogadishu?
By Nicholas J. Vertucci-Treasurer ofNYYRC

With the number of U.S
fatalities in Iraq continuo
ing to climb and the media
reporting new attacks on
the country's civilians
daily, the call to bring the
troops home continues to
gain momentum. In hind-
sight, the opponents of the

war can think of plenty of
reasons why we shouldn't be
there. What they always fail
to address however is what
the potential consequence of
pulling out now are or the
reality that history has
shown it could take years for
certain actions to be justified

erage economicand politi.
cal ties, manage division of
labor within communities,
and serve as a means to
produce and raise children.
In some societies, rules for
marriage reflected relative
societal circumstances such
as imbalances between the
ratio of men and women.
For example, societies with
high male mortality due to
warfare or high-risk jobs
had polygamous marriages.
This is one of the reasons
why Islam permits a man
to marry up to four women.

In the U.S., monoga-
mous heterosexual mar-
riage originates from
Judeo-Christian traditions
that have shaped Western
civilization. Since same-sex
marriage has become a
hotly contested issue,
America has had to con-
front its Judeo-Christian

Continued on Page 3

calling for patience.

Looking at the situation
in Iraq there is no question
that mistakes were made
and that the strength and
potential of an insurgency
was underestimated. This in
itself does not mean that the

Continued Page 2
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Can Iraq become the next Mogadishu?

invasion was wrong or that it wont end
up a success for the world in the future.
There are many instances in history
where decades needed to pass for the
actions of the present to be justified.
My favorite example is the United
States decision to annex Hawaii in
1898. At the time the United States,
mainly President McKinley, felt Ha.
waii could stage as a launching point
for an invasion on the west coast and
felt it was in the nations best interest
to bring it under our control and more
importantly out of the control of a
country like Japan who at the time was
in the process of expanding their impe.
rial empire. The annexation created an
uproar at home and abroad as many
countries cried imperialism. Unfortu-
nately for President McKinley,his deci-
sion to annex Hawaii wasn't justified
until Dec. 7th1941. It's safe to argue
that had President McKinleynot been
brave in the face of opposition the odds
are excellent Japan would have
claimed the island for itself at a later
date changing the complete landscape
of WWII.

Another example is Israel's decision

in 1981 to bomb Iraq's nuclear reactor. At
the time Israel was condemned by the
United Nations for its actions. However
Israel was vindicated in 1990when Iraq
invaded Kuwait. One could only wonder
how willing the world would have been to
mobilize against Iraq had Israel not elimi.
nated it's nuclear ability considering by
then Iraq would have most likely had a
weapon.

These examples of success are a great
insight into why patience is important
when it comes to embarking on such un.
popular decisions. There is also however
an example that the world is experiencing
right now why abandoning Iraq can turn
out to be a disaster. Many people probably
remember a little place called Mogadishu.
Mogadishu was the site in 1993where 18
U.S. soldiers lost their lives and another 73
were wounded under the command of Presi-
dent Clinton. For many the death of U.S.
servicemen in a country many viewed insig-
nificant to our national interest was a trag-
edy. The real tragedy however was the
decision by President Clinton to immedi.
ately withdraw.

Continued on Page 4

By Jeanette Baik-StaffWriter

Celebrating Father's and Mother's Day Everyday

"When we're young, we often fail to
grasp the extent to which our parents
make sacrifices on our behalf. It is not
until we are much older..and especially
after we have kids of our own--that we
realize just how much our parents in-
vested in our well-being."Dr. James
Dobson in the June 2006 Focus on the
Family Magazine

With the passing of Father's Day,
I'll be taking a little time to tell my
own dad thank you for being there for
us through thick and thin. I'm sure you
will too.As I grow older, as I see more
of life, my parents' quiet sacrifices of
their lives, resources, and love continue
to astound me. Dr. James Dobson re-

lates how his own father sacrificed the
opportunity to attain the top of his profes-
sion to be with a teenaged son during a
critical period of his life. You can read the
rest of his lovely column in the June
2006 Focus on the Family Magazine

The fact that Father's Day and
Mother's Day are on the calendar every
year indicates the importance of family
and the importance of building up those
family relationships. And these days are
similarly celebrated around the world. It's
clear the nuclear family is highly valued,
yet the state of families and marriages
seems to be troubled.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 1

justifications. This is happening dur-
ing a time when American and West-
ern culture is increasingly being chal-
lenged by citizens who are outspoken
about how they do not share the same
moral ideas and religious beliefs that
have shaped Western history.

Within the context of state sanc-
tioned marriages, one of the argu-
ments put forth by same-sex marriage
advocates is that homosexuals are
denied the same rights as heterosexu.
als; however, this argument is based
on a logical fallacy. States have dis.
pensed rights and special privileges to
groups based either on the notion of
universal human rights, or sex, age,
disability, race, ethnicity, but not be-
havioral proclivities. Laws are de-
signed to alter behaviors. Regardless
if sexual preferences are biologically
determined, stem from free will or
both, all people, not just homosexuals,
do not have the right to same-sex
marriage. Of course it should be rec-
ognized that those who prefer to
marry the same sex would feel more
harmed than those who don't. How-
ever, these circumstances are similar
to everyone who is affected by New
York City's anti-smoking laws. Smok-
ers are harmed by losing the right to
smoke in bars and restaurants, but
the law also harms non-smokers by
stripping them of the same right to
ever potentially light up in a New
York social establishment. If smokers
used the same reasoning as same-sex
proponents, they can declare their
preference to smoke as a group iden-
tity that warrants 'equal rights,' and
therefore should be given what in
truth would be a special privilege to
smoke despite the city's efforts to deal
with public health issues.

Perhaps advocates for same-sex
marriage (and maybe those for tradi-
tional marriage) should maintain the
same argument that persuaded the
Supreme Court to dismantle state
sodomylaws, which is that the gov-
ernment has no business getting in-
volved in what two consenting adults

choose to do. If one's own religious
beliefs and moral system permits
them to marry someone of the same
sex, they should be free to do so with-
out government concern. For a mar-
riage to be 'real' the government does-
n't need to authenticate it especially if
the basis for the marriage is rooted in
transcendent religious and moral be.
liefs, as was the case in the United
States before the mid-1800s.

Many same.sex couples that have
chosen to be in committed relation-
ships argue that because their unions
are not acknowledged by the state,
they don't share the same financial
privileges as traditionally married
couples. But rather than demand li-
censes,perhaps they should demand
the freedom to create contracts. There
is a difference. If marriage is a type of
contractual arrangement between two
people (maybe more if you're Mormon
or Muslim), then the government
should recognize the terms of the con.
tract, as it does with many other
types of contractual relationships.

The problem is that excessive gov-
ernment intrusion in society has
made it difficult for people to liberally
create their own contractual terms.
For example, if it were not for the
Death Tax, individuals would be free
to bequeath as much of their estate to
whomever they chose, however, a
marriage license is necessary to pro.
tect the recognized spouse and allow
that person to retain the assets of the
deceased partner. If the government
permitted any two people to create
contracts where they can outline how
they wish to exchange assets, inheri-
tances and government entitlements,
then that would empower citizens at
the cost of giving the state less flexi-
bility in controlling funds for pro-
grams such as social security.

Although advocates for both same.
sex and traditional marriage could
demand government exclusion rather
than intrusion (licensing) to protect
their marital rights, there is a justifi.
cation for the licensing of traditional
marriages.

The pillar of a free civilization is
family. The rules of conduct for living
in a greater community are first
learned within the family. Therefore,
the central purpose of marriage is to
produce and raise future citizens. Al.
though 'family' can be defined as a
variety of social arrangements (i.e.
single parent, adopted parents, grand.
parents, gay parents, 'it takes a vil-
lage', etc.) many civilizations across
time have established rules, laws,
taboos and traditions so children are
raised by a father and mother who are
not genetically related and are in a
stable long.term committed relation-
ship with each other. These mores are
not arbitrary but are discovered, veri.
fied and passed on across time. Relig-
ion is often cited as a jiistification for
marriage; however, some religions
have needed to alter the tenets of
their faith to conform to the reality of
what is essential for the formation of
a child. For example, many ancient
societies that once allowed polyga.
mous marriages either discontinued
the practice or ceased to exist. Re-
cently, despite their religious doc-
trine, Mormons have officiallybanned
the practice in part because they dis-
covered such marriages encouraged
misogyny and abuse of children.
Many psychologists have written ex-
tensively on the negative impact on
the mental health of children who
have been alienated, abandoned or
dominated by their mother and/or
father. Although life circumstances
are rarely ideal for anyone of us and
scores of people have succeeded in life
despite comingfrom less than perfect
households that still doesn't change
what is ultimately beneficial for the
moral development of a child.

Despite appeals from conserva-
tives and libertarians for less intru-
sive government, it will always be
around to varying degrees limiting
our ability to freely exchange assets
with whomever we choose. Marriage
licenses allow the state to recognize
the uniqueness and necessity of this
contractual relationship that permits
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